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Proclamation 7356 of October 6, 2000
National Children’s Day, 2000

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Children hold a special place in our lives, and raising healthy. happy
children is the greatest success any parent can hope to achieve; it
should also be an important goal of every member of society, because
children are profoundly influenced by the people and environment
around them. The strongest influence, of course, is often child’s family;
but good schools and nurturing communities also play a vital role in
helping children reach their full potential.

Over the past 7-1/2 years, my Administration has worked with fami-
lies and communities across the country to meet the needs of Ameri-
ca's children, and we can be proud of what we have accomplished to-
gether. We have made education one of our highest priorities, to ensure
that every child is empowered with the knowledge and skills necessary
to achieve personal fulfillment and success. By expanding Head Start
and Early Head Start for preschoolers; promoting high academic stand-
ards, smaller class sizes, teacher quality, and charter schools for pri-
mary and secondary school students; and providing loans, scholar-
ships, and tax credits so that millions of young Americans can attend
college, we are building a world-class education system that will serve
our children well.

We have achieved other important legislative victories for children and
families, including a $500 child tax credit, a $1 per hour increase in
the minimum wage, expanding the Earned Income Tax Credit, passing
the Family and Medical Leave Act, enacting the largest expansion of
health insurance for children ever, and creating incentives to move
more children from foster care to safe, loving, and permanent homes.
As a result of these victories, the child poverty rate in our country has
dropped by 22 percent since 1993; millions of working parents have
taken time off to care for a new child or sick relative; child immuniza-
tion rates are at an all-time high, with 90 percent of toddlers receiving
crucial vaccinations; and adoptions increased nearly 65 percent be-
tween 1996 and 1999.

We have shown our commitment to ensuring that every child grows up
in a safe and nurturing environment through additional measures such
as teen pregnancy prevention efforts, welfare reform that moves fami-
lies from economic dependency to self-sufficiency, expanded access to
affordable housing and homeownership, and responsible fatherhood
initiatives to ensure that fathers provide both the financial and emo-
tional support their children need. And, to help working families pro-
vide for their children, we are continuing our efforts to improve access
to high-quality, safe, and affordable child care. We know that from in-
fancy through adolescence, in child-care settings and after-school pro-
grams, children can learn and thrive with the right care, attention, and
education. We owe them no less.

As we observe National Children’s Day this year, let us recommit our-
selves to using every resource in this time of unprecedented prosperity
to build a bright future for all our children. Let us show our love for
them not only through our words, but also by making the tough deci-
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sions and important investments necessary to give them the oppor-
tunity to achieve their dreams.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 8,
2000, as National Children’s Day. I urge all Americans to express their
love and appreciation for children on this day and every day through-
out the year, and to work within their communities to nurture, love,
and teach all our children. I invite Federal officials, State and local
governments, and particularly all American families to join together in
observing this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties to honor our Nation’s children.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand. and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 7357 of October 6, 2000
Columbus Day, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During this first year of the new century, the American people have
devoted time and thought to the people and events of our Nation’s past
so that we might better prepare tpor e challenges of the future. While
Christopher Columbus’ epic voyage took place almost three centuries
before the founding of our democracy, his journey helped shape our
national experience and offers important lessons as we chart our own
course for the 21st century.

One of the most valuable of those lessons is the importance of sustain-
ing our spirit of adventure, our willingness to explore new concepts
and new horizons. Columbus, after careful study and planning, rejected
the conventional thinking of his time, sailed for the open seas, and
succeeded in opening up a New World for the people of Europe. Like
Columbus, our founders rejected the familiar paths of the past and ven-
tured boldly to create a new form of government that has profoundly
shaped world history. Explorers, pioneers, inventors, artists, entre-
preneurs—all have found a refuge in America and a chance to achieve
their dreams.

Today we have other worlds to explore—from the deepest oceans to
the outermost reaches of space to the genetic code of human life. The
same adventurous spirit that propelled Columbus’ explorations will en-
able us to challenge old assumptions, acquire new knowledge, and
broaden the horizons of humankind.

Columbus’ story illustrates the importance of diversity. Columbus was
born and raised in Italy; he learned much of his seafaring knowledge
and experience from Portuguese sailors and navigators; and he put
those skills in service to the King and Queen of Spain, who funded his
explorations. By establishing a safe, reliable route between Europe and
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